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ABSTRACT

What is called the Golan Heights is a plateau abtsrael on which the Islamic Republic of Iran haseh
planning to establish a forward command post thauld threaten both the Jewish State and the bondeiSuni
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, each a strong andll&y@ted States Ally. In the past, Syrian artilleupits shelled
northern Israel, and the Palestinian Fatah orgariaa launched cross-border raids against Israediach from the Golan
Heights, a highland area. Israel captured two-tlsirdf the Golan Heights in its 1967 war against &ythen annexed
Golan in 1981 by right of conquest amidst globatcoy although Israel has returned over 80 percehtthe overall
territory it captured in 1967, largely in the WeaBank. American recognition of Israeli sovereigntyeo Golan merely
removes that strategically valuable territory framan's influence directly or through Hezbollah, teey diminishing
Iran’s value to the Russian Federation. This papdt praise President Donald J. Trump’s foresight preventing an
Iranian strategy of encircling Israel from the Rizgssnaval base at Tartus, air base near Latakiajé&yhat country’s two
largest port cities, coupled with Iran’s plan fdsiown naval base at Latakia. When Syrian, Golareced less than one
percent of Syria’s territory. Currently, fewer thane percent of Israel’s population resides thévalf Jewish, half Druze,
the latter considered Syrian. Each of the 28 Euasp&nion member states rejected recognition ofdkraovereignty
over Golan Heights. This paper will present argutsemhy the EU is mistaken, by evidencing the rigghthe Jewish
People to possess the Golan from Biblical times ieternity. It argues also that the United States mot “gone
overboard” in its relations with Israel as has beamued, and that the failure of a “two-state” stitan is a good outcome

because it has yet to be designed well.
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INTRODUCTION

On a rocky plateau in the Northeastern edge otlssathe Southwestern edge of what has been kriowime
second half of the #0century as the Syrian Arab Republic (“Syria”) ie t‘Golan Heights” territory. It takes its name
from a statement by Moses, the Servant of the Liordhe Book d'varim (Deuteronomy) ifienakhor the Oral Torah
[Holy Bibld:

[41 Then Moses separated three cities beyond ttdaddoward the sun-rising;

42 that the manslayer might flee thither, that stayhis neighbor unawares, and hated him not ie fiast; and

that fleeing unto one of these cities he might]live
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43 Bezer in the wilderness, in the table-land tfier Reubenites; and Ramoth in Gilead, for the ®adénd
Golan in Bashan, for the Manassites

[44 And this is the law which Moses set beforedhiédren of Israel; ...] (Book Four: 43, emphasis edld

This is corroborated in the Book of Yeroshua (Ja3him Tenakhor the Oral TorahHoly Biblg:

27 And unto the children of Gershon, of the familed the Levites, out of the other half tribe of hMasetlthey
gave Golan in Bashan with her suburbsto be a city of refuge for the slayer; and Beesit with her suburbs; two cities
(Book 21:27, emphasis added).

Over the ensuing centuries, the sovereignty ofdbkn changed hands many times, frequently as secoence
of conquest in battle: Jewish tribes populateditralantly as settlers, gentile tribes passed thraegasionally, largely as
nomads. Prevailing standards favor permanent sedtles as conditions-precedent tosovereignty. Gagadewish

historically. Morality is on the side of recognigiihsraeli sovereignty over the Golan Heights.
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Figure 1: Map of the Golan Heights Plateau, 2019

Sourdabar, Efraim. 2019. “Israel's Presence on theaGeéleights:
A Strategic Necessity Jerusalem Institutefor Strategy & Security
10 Apr. and théMliddle East Forum10 Apr.

Numerous additional factors buttress Israel’s rieeelxercise sovereignty over Golan: several souwédsrael’s
water are from the Golan, the Heights provide lyghund suitable for Israel’'s enemies to construtitlery batteries from
which to shell Israeli cities below, the area isaative to adversaries such as Iran and Syriareakvmischief on Israel
ranging from diverting the natural flow of ripariamaterways to constructing aircraft landing strips hostile military
aircraft. Numerous factors serve as the pretextHferunanimous European Union (EU) opposition tdaG@nnexation:
United Nations Security Council Resolutions 242 48d, for instance, plus what is called the “Deafimn by the High
Representative on behalf of the EU on the Golamlite? (Lazaroff&éMahmias, 2019). However, these m@repretexts
as Israeli prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu natitehis explanation of the real reason for thehpiashave the United

Kingdom apologize for the 1917 Balfour Declarattbat announced the Allied support of a Jewish Sthts is not about
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land or Palestinian statehood at all, iargisemitisnpure and simple (Netanyahu, 2016). So also i¢rtteeexplanation of
why Europe opposes Golan annexation by Israel keraently. Of course, the opposite is true as wdiited States of
America recognizes Israeli annexation of the Gélaights because the administration of PresidentlRioh Trump isiot

anti-Semitic.

Tensions in the Middle East have been rising pEgively over recent months, escalating geometyicatice
President Trump withdrew the United States fromJihiat Comprehensive Plan of Action, known coll@djyias the “Iran
Nuclear Deal”, because such an agreement The Bredilt was not in the interests of the Unitedté&taf America or its
Allies, including especially Israel. Iran strongiyotested American withdrawal, leading some to gondhat reasons Iran
possessed for advancing such strong rhetoric. [EaropAllies disagreed, although European Communiywers
acknowledged that the “deal” contains deficiendiest render it something less than of optimum valudghe West
(Lazaroff&Nahmias, 2019). Israeli Prime Minister rj@min Netanyahu called the deal foul from the tstélt the
administration of former President Barrack H. Obdrad been duped into agreeing thereto (Beck, 2018).

Motives of Israel’'s Neighbors

Golan Heights reposes at the juncture of LebangriaSJordan, and Israel, constitutes less thanpameent of
Syria’s territory (only 690 square miles/1,787 sgu&ilometers), yet it is a strategic zone both ggaphically and
politically. It remains the bone of contention beem Israel and Syria. The motives for Israel's istayn the Golan are
pretty transparent: it is a strategic military pkt and prime geopolitical feature of this regibmcludes three sources of
the Jordan River: the Dan, the Banias, and the &fasi\dditional vital water sources of the regiowlude the Litani
River and Mount Hermon mountain streams (Kaufm#®1,32. There constitute some of the main water gsuon which
Israel depends, supplemented by fresh water froke kanneret (the Sea of Galilee) catchment thapBeg thirty percent
of Israel’'s water requirements. Before 1967 Syriemstrolled Israel’s main tap and could close iaay point (Goodman,
2011). They even tried to divert the sources ofHravater by cutting off Israel’'s sources of watefdoe Israel Defense
Forces (IDF) tanks and armpnwa?°n-2"nx stopped them by recapturing the Golan Heights odutie 1967, the last day
of the Six Day War. Victory by Israel became asdurem the greater training the IDF had receivethpared to their
Arab counterparts, together with the much grea¢sotion to duty and obedience to the chain of conuray the Israelis
(Reston, 1967).

Golan is also a very fertile land used for agrierdt and it holds the only ski resort in Israel, isthas a
commercial value such as for tourism, sporting oetitipn. Its importance includes some of its gedjpall features.
Ramat ha-Golan [Hebrewy?17n»9] gives Israel a strong defensive and offensive posiand the central point for
monitoring of military movements across the bordiealso constitutes the best line of defense fthenEast, owing to its
mountainous topography that includes the peak afimMiéglermon, providing Israel with an early-warnsignal capacity.
What is more, the civil war in Syria caused Iramdl &ebanese Hezbollah to approach the border wittelsalarmingly
through the support offered to Bashar al-Assadjgme. Thus, control over the Golan Heights is e@bpédl importance not
only to Israel but to the stability of the greakdiddle East. Israeli control over the Golan is ingtental to Israel’s rising
economic and political power in the region and glbb just as it is adumbrative of Syria’s failimgonomy and stature

both in the region and worldwide.
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Syrians took hold of the Golan as a result of tiikeS-Picot agreement during World War |, which dad the
Ottoman Empire into the zones of British and Fremfluence. Borders were drawn and states creafdtbwt much
regard to historic, tribal or ethnic aspects (Rqt@®19) and as Syria claimed independence throu§haaco-Syrian
Treaty of Independence signed in 1936 and was reped as a sovereign state and became de factpendent from
French Mandate of Syria and Lebanon in 1946, thiaGHeights fell within its borders. Since therg SByrian army used
this strategic position periodically to shell Idiagvilian settlements along the border and Pahest Fatah organized
regular cross-border raids (Brodsky, 2017). In ptherds, Syria’s claim to the Golan derives fromoadid Franco-British
colonial experience. This is rather ironic becausest colonial claims are rejected by the™2&ntury international
community, although much of Europe clings onto thiample. Over nearly two decades between Israml&pendence in
1948 and the Six Days War in 1967, Syria directlyop proxy wreaked havoc on Israel from the Golamgtts. Mortars
were fired onto the Huleh Valley below, disruptifagnilies residing there within recognised Israeliritory. Land mines
were deployed indiscriminately on roads within @elan, causing at least one young boy to be blgpartamany others
to incur severe injuries (“Golan Heights”, N.d.)h@h Israel protested such as in 1966 to the Fatadr tattacks before the
United Nations, Israel’'s complaint fell on deafgahe Syrian ambassador retorted: “It is not auy ¢ stop them, but to
encourage and strengthen them”, and even a mildriBecouncil apology was vetoed by the Soviet Unidbid.). If

Israel were to survive, it was compelled to takeislee action.

In 1967, as a result of deployment of troops in 8ieai, demand for the withdrawal of the United iblias
Emergency Force (UNEF), constant shelling of Jewibbutzim mainly within the Huleh Valley commuras, infiltration
of Arab militants into Israeli territory and clogirof the Straits of Tiran by Egypt, finally Israebk action against Egypt,
Syria and Jordan. Thus, on 05 June 1967 Israethmthan attack on Jordan, then on 09 June expdhdeth an attack on
Syrian forces in the Golan Heights. There was natengplan for that conflict, it was a response ggrassion and the
territorial aims developed during the war, makisgaéli war machines stop along natural frontiechss the Jordan River
and the Isthmus of Suez. It was not an expansianistfensive conflict, only a defensive one byakdr Jewish leaders
believed the security of the state or even itsisatwas threatened (Shlaim, 2012). Also, inteiora! law recognizes that
if a country has been a victim of aggression, ural#y the case here, then defeats its aggressposgesses the right to

exercise sovereignty over the conquered territoyar, 2019).

On 22 November 1967, the UN Security Council addfResolution 242 calling on the Arab states to nzdace
with Israel and on Israel to withdraw from the i@mies occupied during the conflict (Louis &Shlai?012). Whereas
Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, and Egypt agreed to ctatisuds with the United Nations through its Spe&a&presentative,
Syria denounced the resolution. In 1973 Syriandsriaunched a futile attempt to regain the terrilongside Egypt's
attempt to regain control of the Sinai, but thatftiot, called the “Yom Kippur War”, ended with trebsolute victory of
Israeli forces. Despite various attempts to reachgreement with Syria on a “land for peace” basisie reached success,
and soon it proved crucial for Israel to be detasdito remain in the Golan Heights. It was not al@otland grab” as
such, the fact is that Israel returned about 80%h@iand it gained in the 1967 war at this pddn.the contrary, Syria had
become a radical and politically aggressive stgtéhbt time. It sheltered Palestinian guerillas\ya, 2003) and became
the center of the Middle East’s axis of evil asoaduit to antigovernment forces in Iraq and a Hasdundamentalist
Islamic nationalism such as Hamas and the Islainad] supplying Hezbollah with weapons, traininggnay, and support

(Goodman, 2011). The only incentive for Israelda@ude a peace agreement with Syria would be ltatgaack from the
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influence of Iran, Hezbollah and the like, buttisgally possible at this point? Syria is still @mgled in a civil war, with
the regime of Bashar al-Assad strongly supportedrdny and Hezbollah, trying to establish militarytposts along the
Syrian border with Israel. If Israel yielded to Byr territorial demands, Iran or Hezbollah or 18i&uld be already at their
door, lurking from the Golan region. Golan terrigsrare buffers that not only separate Israel fitsmadversaries but also
constitute a guarantee that in the future militelashes will take place outside of Israel propesl{id, 2014). The Golan
is to Israel what Ukraine was to the Soviet UninriHe time of Marshal Josef V. Stalin: a buffer a@r marchland. And
Iran constitutes a destabilizing factor in the osgithreatening not only the security of Israel &lso the stability of the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, which could becomecitgidor to the Palestinian Authority territoryside of greater
Israel. As a pro-American country, Jordan detadbesel from pro-lranian states, so Jordan’s secwtd stability is
crucial for Israel as well. Further away from thel&h, even Egypt is at risk if Iran or its proxiestablish a foothold on
the Golan Heights.

What is “Syria”?

To cut to the core rapidly, “Syria” is an amalgaimatof ethnic peoples that, if ever it was a “stdteis no
longer, as Figure 2 below reflects. Much of Sysigparsely populated, and over the past severed yaach more of what
was under Syrian control has become ravaged by t8iSed into no man’s land. On the “Fragile Stattex, 2018” Syria
ranks fourth from the top on “high alert, trailiogly Yemen, Sudan, then South Somalia (Fund foc®e2018). More
than being merely “fragile”, Syria has deterioratatb a failed state that could easily catalyze die¢erioration of its
neighbors if its condition were allowed to metai®sAs Figure 2 below reflects, Syria is not naliyra nation-state, but
an artificial collection of rather scattered etfitnés, most of whom are Sunni Arab or Sunni Kurdghets of whom are
Druze Arab or Christian, one sliver along Syria’sesérn border is Alawite Arab that includes Assafisces at

Damascus.

= Sunni Arab
= Alawite Arab

= Shi'a Arab

= Sunni Kurd (some Yazidi Kurds)
= Christian

= Druze Arab

[ ] = Sparsely Populated

L]
=
Ll
[
]

Figure 2: Scattered Ethnicities of Syri
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Bohl, Ryan. 2016. “As Syria’s Ceasefire Fails, Tfigne to Break
Some StereotypesAtlantic Sentinel22 Sep.

https://atlanticsentinel.com/2016/09/as-syrias-eBasfails-its-time-to-break-some-stereotypes/

Iran does not recognise Israel it wants to destrdyut also to control the Middle East, by cregtaland bridge
to the Mediterranean Sea, among other stratediaswould enable it to move people and supplies/&en Iran and the
Mediterranean Sea at any time (Dunetz, 2019). lisra&eno impending disputes with Iran, except fva¢l's right to exist
that Iran denies, no common borders, no contegteolrces. Israeli and Iranian armed forces never blashed openly.
Israel is just a perfect scapegoat for the curhetian regime to gain hegemony in the region at@fait Sunni Arab

competitors, namely Saudi Arabia, but less visiblykey.

Iran’s allies, Syria and Hezbollah, already threalsrael’s borders through Southern Lebanon. Befsrael's
seizure of the Golan that was an underdevelopetbregith only a few proper roads, villages not cected with
electricity or running water supplies. Establishinehmore than 30 settlements and more than 10@s®int businesses
in the half-century since 1967 led to the developimaf infrastructure and an economy, with many @dinding
employment within Israel (Bregman, 2014). Tourisrithim the Golan region has advanced with the skoreat Mt.
Hermon together with hot water springs at HarnaBadmong other enterprises. Curiously but entifelyuitously,
development of the Golan since 1967 has uneartrgdrical treasures that buttress Jewish claimthéoGolan region.
Excavations include ancient synagogues Northeasalkd Kinneret (Sea of Galilee) including Kanaf amehm el-Qanatir
(1879-1886), ed-Dikkeh (1905), Qasrin and ‘EnNastiii72-1977)(Stern, 1993). Part of this activity thre Golan
stemmed from the purchase of land by Baron Edmamaed de Rothchild in 1892, consolidating the hajgiof three
separate earlier landowners (Fischbach, 2003, 16éajling to a strong Jewish re-presence in the rGataa through

settlements of the B'nei Yehuda Society at the frg@igig of the Zionist movement (Hisin, 1976).

In 2000, alongside the Israeli withdrawal of itsdps from southern Lebanon, Hezbollah demandetdisheel
evacuate from Shebaa Farms, a strip constitutipgriaof the Golan Heights that had been governe8yia since World
War I, claiming that area to be properly part afblanon, subsequent to which Hezbollah spokesmasaHdszzedin
admitted that was only a pretext to continue stlinggwith Israel (Muravchik, 2015). Also Syria, ap&rom its military
reasons to claim the territory, supported the pestdi it being Lebanese thus justifying Hezboll#tempts to liberate it,
and in both cases, the aim was rather clear: thalsuninhabited area was just used as tactoarhge against Israel
(Kaufman, 2013). That the real objective was tavh&srael can be buttressed with the example of 8yiskannexation of
Syria’s Alexandretta Province, considered unlaviaiylSyria although Syria dropped its claim to iteRdndretta Province
is five times larger than the Golan, and Syria itar@s to maintain diplomatic relations with Turk&aturally, as Syria
continues to disintegrate from the ravages ofiitd war, more of its territory can be expectedstip away. Just as much
of the Syrian territory was taken from its neighbduring the League of Nations “Mandate” periodnemf what became
“Syria” during the period between the two world wand at the end of World War 1l, some of thatitery is likely to
revert either to the neighbors from which it waketa their successors, or states to be newly forsueti as Kurdistan.
This prospect also motivated Israel to annex thkaGbefore another state completed that objec@sabse Golan lies at a

cross-road.
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Annexation and Recognition

United States recognition of Israeli annexatiothef Golan came at a time when additional internatioelations
variables came into play or showed signs of theming into play soon. A proposal advanced by thaddnStates through
President Trump’s son-in-law and senior adviseed&ushner is one such variable termed a “Mideamtskill Plan” by
Alan Dershowitz, Felix Frankfurter Professor of Gtitutional Law,Emeritus at Harvard University (Dershowitz, 2019).
It consists of a United States Dollar (USD) 50 iBill investment package for the region, half earmador the Palestinian
communities of Gaza and West Bank, half for neigingoArab countries, notably Egypt, Jordan and loelma(Chulov,
2019). Palestinians quickly rejected the plan, ilegdProfessor Dershowitz to recall: “Israeli diplamAbba Eban once

quipped, the Palestinian leadership ‘never miseespaortunity to miss an opportunity” (Dershowi2)19). Important to
remember is that substantial economic investmedatJordan and elsewhere in the region cannot bavadl to be put at
risk. Israeli annexation of the Gaza reduces tiskt substantially. Of course, what the Palestirdeadership must fully
realize but refuses to acknowledge is that thesdsfuif left unspent on Palestinians, will be spemtArab neighbors as
Iran understands very clearly. Kushner’s plan iseml at a “two-state solution” to end the conflietween Israelis and
Palestinians. In all likelihood, the current versiof this peace plan will not work, as United StaBecretary of State Mike
Pompeo quietly told Jewish leaders recently (Hud&aworris, 2019). If that does not materialize, smch the better,
because it has yet to be considered carefully. Maghsrael does not need to have a state withitate, sneaning a
Palestinian “state” inside of Israel, really it doeot require a Palestinian state side by sidbeeitsrael must expand
Jewish settlements across its territory and beydhé. annexation of the Golan is a very good begmriecause, with
annexation coupled with formal American recognitidBiblical settlements can be reincarnated in theitory,

establishing a chain of Jewish communities acrioss, tfurther buttressing Israel in its claim to tegitimate entitlement

of the Golan, of Israel proper, and of other appeed.

Highly regarded analysts of the Middle East antsadel’s security therein have expressed skepticisnterning

a Palestinian peace solution, whether “land foicptar more recently “money for peace” anytime soon

Sir John Jenkins, a former Middle East directortFar [British] Foreign Office, said torpor acrosaléstinian politics had
contributed to a loss of faith in the existing peawdel. ...

He said Palestine’s political structure had cokapand there was “no Palestinian national narraiwe more”,
pointing to the “bureaucratization and demoralmatdf Fatah”, the “futilely belligerent” Hamas iharge of Gaza, and the
fact that the Palestinian Authority that runs paftthe West Bank was “widely distrusted and despias corrupt by many

Palestinians”.

[Jenkins continued]: “Add to this the failure ofethArab uprisings, the consequent discrediting dftipal
Islamism, the collapse of Arab nationalism andribe of securitized authoritarianism, and the adtext within which
the Palestinian national cause sat has also vahidte one has replaced it with anything satisfactdhis is a failure of
the political imagination” (Chulov, 2019).

What does this mean? It is very simple: Israel mestain strong, wield control over territory withits borders
and abutting its borders. Nowhere is this situatitore serious than it is on the border betweerelstad Syria, with the
latter striking up deals with the Russian Federatm build then operate nuclear naval bases aldily Syrian territory

(Nordland, 2017; Peck, 2017). It is incomprehemsibhy European countries thathold themselves oubetdiberal
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democracies in the same light that Israel does sémnhave turned against Israel. Writers who contevith
Ayoub&Southlea (2019) that “Israel’s Occupationtioé Golan Heights is lllegal and Dangerous” simgilg wrong: it is
entirely lawful, the danger is if Israel were notdontrol the Golan territory, as Bardaji& Kemp aegd in 2018. Some
have compared Israel's annexation of the Golanht Russian Federation's annexation of the CrimeaminBula,
contending Western interests assess the one as ¢p@id, the other bad (Borger, 2019) when the tegarallel. Russia’s
Black Sea fleet headquarters is on the CrimeannBela, it is necessary to Russia’s national defeRgpeatedly, the
senior author of this paper has argued the Westldhmve gauged Russian interests sooner and nisedyywexchanged
the Crimean Peninsula for the oblast at Kénigsliediningrad), the latter being more of an annoyatwthe West than is
the former (Jones, 2015). Moreover, Kénigsbergtisated in relation to Northern, Central, and Eastéurope much in
the way the Golan Heights is situated in relatimistael: Kénigsberg as well as the Golan Heightssérategic locations
from which an adversary can torment a neighboritagesto say the least, whereas the Crimean Penirfsactions
primarily as a dock for warships that, in any eydaive to traverse the Bosphorus Strait to reaghiMditerranean, with
the Bosphorus being extremely narrow, congesteldl egitgo shipping, and guarded by Turkey, still aniner of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO).

CONCLUSIONS

As Cook (2019) stated: “The Golan Heights ShoulalySsraeli Forever.” This is a key to peace antibta in
the Middle East more so than any number of dokaen reaching to the Billions. In fact, if properhanaged, the Golan
Heights should be capable of generating Billionsdoflars annually for Israel. Little wonder, thehat neither the
Palestinian nor the Israeli leaders favored theference at Bahrain with their presence in June 2019 unnecessary.
Palestinians say they want “freedom”, somethingy thek entirely under their current leadership twould stand to gain
from peace with Israel. Jordanians join with Isia@l desiring security, with Israeli annexationtb& Golan being a step
in the right direction, tiny as that step may betdpe is being short-sighted by opposing recogmitiblsrael’s annexation
of the Golan, with the Trump Administration in thiited States accurately foreseeing this necessitya means of
avoiding further destabilization of the Middle Ea®¥hen cut to the core, Israel is an economicaliyving liberal
democracy, Syria an economically retrograde dicship. What more needs to be said because thig abould justify
Golan annexation in the best interests of the Galidimenry. In the final analysis, however, morwnde said. Once Syria
fails completely, it will be partitioned among itgighbors, one neighbor being Israel. At that tilmeeli territory should
be expanded further into what is Syria presentlyrovide the economic sustenance together witlgydivernance that has

been lacking in Syria since its formation in theridate Period, long gone.
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